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FOREWORD

As you work with the original church records included on this CD-Rom,
here are some suggested books and CDs which will help you with the work
of transcription and translation of the 16th, 17th, 18th, and 19th  century
handwriting. All of them are available in America from Picton Press, and
also in Worb from Lewis Bunker Rohrbach. For a much longer list of
available titles, and more complete description of these eight titles, see the
website <pictonpress.com>.

Billeter, Julius. Billeter-Sammlung: Julius Billeters genealogische
Arbeiten. Basel: GHGRB. 2001.

Between 1896 and 1957, Julius Billeter, a Mormon genealogist,
compiled records on roughly 3,750 Swiss Geschlechter, the majority of
whom were from Canton Bern. He covered in varied detail some 1,750
different Swiss surnames and roughly 2 million individuals.

While the quality of his research varied considerably, his work is
useful as an index to, and a preliminary study of, many Swiss families.
Currently most of it is available only on microfilm at the Family History
Libraries.

The Genealogisch-Heraldische Gesellschaft der Regio Basel has
compiled this complete list of the families which Billeter worked on,
including the Gemeinde they were from and an indication of the time
period covered by his research. If you find that Billeter did research on
a Bernese Geschlecht you are interested in, then he can be used as a quick
index to lead you to the actual, original and accurate entries of interest
available on the Bernese Kirchenbücher CDs from Picton Press.

Geographisches Lexikon der Schweiz. CD-Rom edition. Rockport, ME:
Picton Press. 2003.

This massive 7-volume lexicon, written in German as the title
indicates, covers all of the villages, towns, cities, Gemeinden, as well as
mountains, valleys, rivers and streams, etc. of all of Switzerland. Once
you know the Gemeinde of interest, you’ll find a multitude of details on
it and the surrounding area in this invaluable 7-CD set.

Rohrbach, Lewis Bunker. Introductory Guide to Swiss Genealogical
Research. Rockport, ME: Picton Press, 2004.

This introductory guide to Swiss genealogical research concentrates
heavily on Canton Bern. In it you will find tips, suggestions,
discussions, and ideas which will help you do better, more accurate, and
faster genealogical research in Switzerland.
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Rohrbach, Lewis Bunker, editor. Men of Bern: The 1798
Bürgerverzeichnisse of Canton Bern, Switzerland. 3 volume set.
Rockport, ME: Picton Press. 1999.

When Napoleon conquered Switzerland in 1798, like all conquerors
he wanted an accurate count of his new ‘subjects’ and of their potential
military strength. Hence this work, which includes the name and a
multitude of other details on every Bernese man aged 20 and under 70.
Indispensable for Bernese genealogical work.

Rohrbach, Lewis Bunker, preface. Swiss Surnames prior to 1861: Based on
Familiennamenbuch der Schweiz. CD-Rom edition. Rockport, ME:
Picton Press. 2003.

Familiennamenbuch is justly famous; it contains a listing of every
Geschlecht in Switzerland, with details on when they originated. This
CD-Rom edition gives only those Geschlechter which held Heimatrecht
prior to 1861 - which covers virtually every Swiss ancestor most
Americans have.

Smith, Kenneth L. Genealogical Dates: A User-Friendly Guide. Rockport,
ME: Picton Press. 1998.

As one reviewer put it: “One of those basic reference books that
should be on every researcher’s shelf”. In addition to covering such
basics as the Julian vs. Gregorian calendars and the double dating of
years, it also includes 95 pages listing some 7,000 entries for Saint’s
days, Feast days, and the like. When the Kirchenbücher are giving you
a hard time with dates, this book will help.

Smith, Kenneth L. German Church Books: Beyond the Basics. Revised
edition, Rockport, ME: Picton Press. 1993.

Perhaps the title should have been German-Language Church
Books, since it’s equally applicable to Swiss church registers as it is to
those in Germany. As another reviewer put it: “A must for anyone,
whether beginner or advanced, who researches in German records.”

von Moos, Mario. Bibliography of Swiss Genealogies. CD-Rom edition.
Rockport, ME: Picton Press. 2000.

Highly regarded Swiss genealogist Mario von Moos has compiled
a classic: a list of all 6,000 published works covering some 10,000 Swiss
families. A must-read.
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KIRCHGEMEINDE LAUPEN

The churchbooks of Kirchgemeinde Laupen 1555-1875 are contained in
10 original Kirchenbücher, all of which are held by Staatsarchiv des
Kantons Bern, which also owns the copyright to all of them. The 10
Kirchenbücher of Kirchgemeinde Laupen contain the records of the
Gemeinden Laupen and Kriechenwil (formerly Dicki). Staatsarchiv Bern
has duplicated all 10 Kirchenbücher on 4 rolls of microfilm. It is these 4
rolls of microfilm which, with the assistance of Staatsarchiv des Kantons
Bern, we have digitized here on CD-Rom. You are reminded here that you
may not post these original images on the internet, nor may you duplicate
this CD-Rom, nor allow anyone else to duplicate it.

LIST OF CURRENT (in 1861) GESCHLECHTER

Laupen
Balmer
Hänggi
Iseli
Klopfstein
Martel
Ruprecht
Ryser
Vögeli
Zahrli

Kriechenwil
Balmer
Büschi
Erismann
Gosteli
Hurtig
Kilchherr
Reber
Schick
Schieferdecker
Schönenberger
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